Connective tissue lysozyme in health and disease.
As the lysozyme story continues to unfold, rheumatic disease is one area where the study of this fascinating protein will be most important. The special biochemical features of lysozyme--its hexosaminidase function, its ability to bring about transglycosylation, its homology to alpha-lactalbumin, and its cationic nature--suggest that the connective tissues may prove to be the key to the understanding of the function of lysozyme. As methods for its accurate measurement become standardized, better data on the activity of the enzyme in various tissues and body fluids, in both health and disease, will be forthcoming. As additional studies are done to ascertain which of the hypothetical functions attributed to lysozyme are of significance in vivo, it will be the student of the connective tissues and the diseases thereof who can be expected to profit most from an udnerstanding of the role of lysozyme in mammalian biology.